
The Beatitudes: Poor in Spirit

Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he
went up on a mountainside and sat
down. His disciples came to him, and
he began to teach them, saying:

"Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven."

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit;
a broken and contrite heart,
O God, you will not despise.

For this is what the high and lofty One says—
he who lives forever, whose name is holy:

"I live in a high and holy place,
but also with him who is contrite and lowly in spirit,

to revive the spirit of the lowly
and to revive the heart of the contrite."

My brothers, as believers in our
glorious Lord Jesus Christ, don't show
favoritism. Suppose a man comes into
your meeting wearing a gold ring and
fine clothes, and a poor man in shabby
clothes also comes in. If you show
special attention to the man wearing
fine clothes and say, "Here's a good
seat for you," but say to the poor man,
"You stand there" or "Sit on the floor by
my feet," have you not discriminated
among yourselves and become judges
with evil thoughts?

Listen, my dear brothers: Has not
God chosen those who are poor in the
eyes of the world to be rich in faith and
to inherit the kingdom he promised
those who love him?

Matthew 5:1-3; Psalm 51:17
Isaiah 57:15; James 2:1-5


