
The Law: Clean and Unclean

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron,
"Say to the Israelites: 'Of all the animals
that live on land, these are the ones you
may eat: You may eat any animal that
has a split hoof completely divided and
that chews the cud.

"'Of all the creatures living in the
water of the seas and the streams, you
may eat any that have fins and scales.
But all creatures in the seas or streams
that do not have fins and
scales—whether among all the
swarming things or among all the other
living creatures in the water—you are to
detest. And since you are to detest
them, you must not eat their meat and
you must detest their carcasses.

"'All flying insects that walk on all
fours are to be detestable to you. There
are, however, some winged creatures
that walk on all fours that you may eat:
those that have jointed legs for hopping
on the ground.

"'I am the Lord your God; consecrate
yourselves and be holy, because I am
holy. Do not make yourselves unclean
by any creature that moves about on the
ground. I am the Lord who brought you
up out of Egypt to be your God; therefore
be holy, because I am holy.'"

Leviticus 11:1-3, 9-11, 20-21, 44-45


