The Law: Widows, Orphans and Foreigners

Do not take advantage of awidow or
an orphan. If you do and they cry out to
me, | will certainly hear their cry. My
anger will be aroused, and | will kill you
with the sword; your wives will become
widows and your children fatherless.

Do not deprive the aien or the
fatherless of justice, or take the cloak of
the widow as a pledge. Remember that
you were slavesin Egypt and the Lord
your God redeemed you from there.
That iswhy | command you to do this.

When you are harvesting in your field
and you overlook a sheaf, do not go
back to get it. Leaveit for the alien, the
fatherless and the widow, so that the
Lord your God may bless you in all the
work of your hands. When you beat the
olives from your trees, do not go over
the branches a second time. Leave
what remains for the alien, the
fatherless and the widow. When you
harvest the grapes in your vineyard, do
not go over the vines again. Leave what
remains for the aien, the fatherless and
the widow. Remember that you were
davesin Egypt. That iswhy | command
you to do this.

Religion that God our Father accepts
as pure and faultlessisthis: to look
after orphans and widows in their
distress and to keep oneself from being
polluted by the world.

Exodus 22:22-24; Deuteronomy 24:17-22
James 1.27



