
Forty Years in the Desert

Then Moses and Aaron fell facedown in
front of the whole Israelite assembly
gathered there. Joshua son of Nun and Caleb
son of Jephunneh, who were among those
who had explored the land, tore their clothes
and said to the entire Israelite assembly, "The
land we passed through and explored is
exceedingly good. If the Lord is pleased with
us, he will lead us into that land, a land
flowing with milk and honey, and will give it
to us. Only do not rebel against the Lord. And
do not be afraid of the people of the land,
because we will swallow them up. Their
protection is gone, but the Lord is with us. Do
not be afraid of them."

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron: "How
long will this wicked community grumble
against me? I have heard the complaints of
these grumbling Israelites. So tell them, 'As
surely as I live, declares the Lord, I will do to
you the very things I heard you say: In this
desert your bodies will fall—every one of
you twenty years old or more who was
counted in the census and who has
grumbled against me. Not one of you will
enter the land I swore with uplifted hand to
make your home, except Caleb son of
Jephunneh and Joshua son of Nun. For forty
years—one year for each of the forty days
you explored the land—you will suffer for
your sins and know what it is like to have me
against you.'"

What, then, shall we say in response to
this? If God is for us, who can be against
us?
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