Balaam Hired to Curse Isradl

Then the Israglites traveled to the
plains of Moab and camped along the
Jordan across from Jericho.

Now Balak son of Zippor saw all that
Israel had done to the Amorites, and
Moab was terrified because there were
so many people. Indeed, Moab was
filled with dread because of thelsradlites.

So Balak son of Zippor, who was
king of Moab at that time, sent
messengers to summon Balaam son
of Beor, who was at Pethor, near the
River, in his native land. Balak said:

"A people has come out of Egypt;
they cover the face of the land and have
settled next to me. Now come and put a
curse on these people, becausethey

are too powerful for me. Perhapsthen |
will be able to defeat them and drive
them out of the country. For | know that
those you bless are blessed, and those
you curse are cursed.”

No Ammonite or Moabite or any of his
descendants may enter the assembly of
the Lord, even down to the tenth
generation. For they did not cometo
meet you with bread and water on your
way when you came out of Egypt, and
they hired Balaam son of Beor from
Pethor in Aram Naharaim to pronounce
acurse on you. However, the Lord your
God would not listen to Balaam but
turned the curse into a blessing for you,
because the Lord your God loves you.
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