
19 Ruth Meets Boaz

Now Naomi had a relative on her
husband's side, from the clan of
Elimelech, a man of standing, whose
name was Boaz.

And Ruth the Moabitess said to
Naomi, "Let me go to the fields and pick
up the leftover grain behind anyone in
whose eyes I find favor."

Naomi said to her, "Go ahead, my
daughter." So she went out and began
to glean in the fields behind the
harvesters. As it turned out, she found
herself working in a field belonging to
Boaz, who was from the clan of
Elimelech.

So Boaz said to Ruth, "My daughter,
listen to me. Don't go and glean in
another field and don't go away from
here. Stay here with my servant girls."

At this, she bowed down with her
face to the ground. She exclaimed, "Why
have I found such favor in your eyes that
you notice me—a foreigner?"

Boaz replied, "I've been told all about
what you have done for your
mother-in-law since the death of your
husband—how you left your father and
mother and your homeland and came to
live with a people you did not know
before. May the Lord repay you for what
you have done. May you be richly
rewarded by the Lord, the God of Israel,
under whose wings you have come to
take refuge."
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