28 Jesus Welcomes Little Children

An argument started among the
disciples as to which of them would be
the greatest. Jesus, knowing their
thoughts, took alittle child and had him
stand beside him. Then he said to
them, "Whoever welcomes thisllittle
child in my name welcomes me; and
whoever welcomes me welcomes the
one who sent me. For he who isleast
among you all—heisthe greatest.”

People were bringing little children to
Jesus to have him touch them, but the
disciples rebuked them. When Jesus
saw this, he wasindignant. He said to
them, "Let the little children come to me,
and do not hinder them, for the kingdom
of God belongsto such asthese. | tell
you the truth, anyone who will not
receive the kingdom of God like alittle
child will never enter it.” And he took the

children in his arms, put his hands on
them and blessed them.

At that time Jesus, full of joy through
the Holy Spirit, said, "'l praise you,
Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
because you have hidden these things
from the wise and learned, and
revealed them to little children. Yes,
Father, for this was your good pleasure.

"All things have been committed to
me by my Father. No one knows who
the Son is except the Father, and no one
knows who the Father is except the Son
and those to whom the Son chooses to
reveal him."

Luke 9:46-48; Mark 10:13-16
Luke 10:21-22



