Stephen Is Martyred for His Testimony

So the word of God spread. The number
of disciplesin Jerusalem increased rapidly,
and alarge number of priests became
obedient to the faith.

Now Stephen, aman full of God's grace
and power, did great wonders and
miraculous signs among the people.
Opposition arose, however, from members
of the Synagogue of the Freedmen (as it
was called)—Jews of Cyrene and
Alexandria as well as the provinces of Cilicia
and Asia. These men began to argue with
Stephen, but they could not stand up against
his wisdom or the Spirit by whom he spoke.

Then they secretly persuaded some men
to say, "We have heard Stephen speak
words of blasphemy against Moses and
against God."

So they stirred up the people and the
elders and the teachers of the law. They
seized Stephen and brought him before the
Sanhedrin.

But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked
up to heaven and saw the glory of God, and
Jesus standing at the right hand of God.
"Look," he said, "l see heaven open and the
Son of Man standing at the right hand of
God."

At thisthey covered their ears and, yelling
at the top of their voices, they all rushed at
him, dragged him out of the city and began to
stone him. Meanwhile, the witnesses laid
their clothes at the feet of ayoung man
named Saul.

While they were stoning him, Stephen
prayed, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." Then
he fell on hisknees and cried out, "Lord, do
not hold this sin against them." When he had
said this, he fell asleep.

Acts 6:7-12; 7:55-60



