19 The Love of the Father

Do not love the world or anything in
the world. If anyone loves the world, the
love of the Father isnot in him. For
everything in the world—the cravings of
sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the
boasting of what he has and
does—comes not from the Father but
from the world. The world and its
desires pass away, but the man who
does the will of God lives forever.

How great is the love the Father has
lavished on us, that we should be called
children of God! And that iswhat we are!
The reason the world does not know us
isthat it did not know him.

Everyone who believes that Jesusis
the Christ is born of God, and everyone
who loves the father loves his child as
well. Thisis how we know that we love
the children of God: by loving God and
carrying out his commands. Thisislove
for God: to obey his commands. And his
commands are not burdensome, for
everyone born of God overcomes the
world. Thisisthe victory that has
overcome the world, even our faith. Who
isit that overcomes the world? Only he
who believes that Jesus is the Son of
God.

1 John 2:15-17; 3:1; 5:1-5



